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March 2011

WELCOME... SOME TIDBITS 
from the Special 
Events staff:
 -  Jeff Hamby received his Marketing degree, 

and has accepted a job as the Marketing/
Show Manager at the House of Blues.  
(We’ll miss him here!)

 -  All of our applications are on the website:  
Entertainer Handbook and Application, Flag 
Raising Application, Musicpalooza, Singer/
Songwriter Contest, A Cappella Contest, DJ 
Mix Off Competition, San Diego’s Best Dance 
Crew, and SuperStar.

-   There will NOT be an Open House party 
this year.  There WILL be a “Kick-Off Party” 
instead!  

-   Rochelle Amburgey traveled to the world 
after the Fair.

-   Carol Holbrooke traveled to Central Europe.

-   Jo Cox has been playing with FOUR 
grandkids.

-  Jackie Zehr is playing with one.

FAC I L I T Y  N E W S

Welcome to Newsletter 2011. Good news, the days are longer and Spring has sprung. What’s 
up with this RAIN?!?  The Holidays are way behind us.  Valentine’s Day  has passed and Saint 
Patrick’s Day too.  Easter is on the horizon along with the 66th Del Mar National and the 
Kentucky Derby.  The Fair is in the air and less than two-and-a-half months away…NOW 
that I have your attention, I would like to thank all who helped contribute to this newsletter, 
couldn’t have done it without you…enjoy!  

Some of us had the opportunity to attend the March 15 lunchtime event where we enjoyed 
a short presentation by Tim Fennell, our GM, regarding the potential sale of the Fairgrounds.  
Here’s a short recap:

SB-1 is still active but must go through various committees within the Senate.  If the bill 
succeeds it will go to the Assembly.  If successful there, the bill goes to the Governor, who 
can approve and sign into legislation or VETO. Governor Brown has indicated he is not 
interested in selling state assets and our intelligence up in Sacramento tells us there is very 
little support within the Senate or the Assembly, adding if it fails to make it through just one 
committee, the bill is DEAD.

BUT, we should leave nothing to chance …everyone of us should write opposition letters to 
Senator Kehoe and elected officials and copy the 22nd DAA! 

Just go to www.delmarfairgrounds.com or www.sdfair.com and click on “Save the 
Fairgrounds.”  Then go to the Get Involved Page, click on the elected official or publication of 
your choice, and let everyone know you oppose the Sale of the Del Mar Fairgrounds!

To quote our Fearless Leader, “It ain’t going to happen!”

THE LAST WORD
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Last time we saw Ashley Colburn at the 2010 
San Diego County Fair, she was planning her 
final episodes of her international travel show, 
“Takeoff.”  However, she’s boarded many planes 
since the end of Season One and is back to her 
globetrotting filming Season 2 in 3D!  Colburn 
has served as a writer here at the Fair for four 
years and will be back again this year to write 
the 2011 Fair program.  Since July 2009 she 
has been traveling the world producing and 
hosting her show about the lifestyle, culture, 
cuisine, landmarks and adventure in countries 
across the globe.  Season One concluded with 
her final episodes in Rome, Sweden, Barcelona, 
Ibiza and Croatia.  

Just a few weeks ago Colburn was riding 
elephants in the jungle of Thailand and zip-
lining through the trees.  Colburn says, ”I feel 
like I am living the dream and sometimes I 
have to pinch myself.  Other than being able 
to see the world, the relationships I make with 
the people around the globe is the best part.” 
Season One was a really big hit on Wealth 
TV with its primetime airing at 9 & 9:30 
p.m. EST on Mondays. “There’s been a great 

response since people can connect with me 
on my travels and go with me to these exotic 
locations just by watching in their living room,” 
Colburn said.  Through her travels Colburn has 
really done some crazy adventures such as 
hang gliding in Rio de Janeiro, playing horse 
polo in Buenos Aires, yodeling in Switzerland, 
bungee jumping in Macau and many more!  In 
just a few weeks she will head to Vancouver 
for some winter fun and then she’s off to New 
Zealand!  You can always follow Ashley during 
her travels on her Facebook page titled “Takeoff 
with Ashley Colburn,” and you can always tune 
into Wealth TV on Monday nights!  

  STAFF LOOKING FORWARD

REMEMBER HER WHEN        . . . F R O M  4 H  T O  4  S TA R !
Bobby Tucker Retires 
with 38 Years!!! 
Congratulations to Bobby Tucker. After 
more than thirty years of dedicated 
service to the Del Mar Fairgrounds, he 
has decided to close this book and begin 
a new chapter in his life.

Over the years, he has performed many 
different duties. Bobby’s career at 
the Fairgrounds began in 1973 as the 
Equipment Manager for Service America, 
who at the time was the District’s food 
service provider. At some time during 
the ‘80s, Bobby began working the Fair 
as the Lead for the night cleaning crew. 
In December 1991, he was hired by the 
District and worked as a Maintenance 
Worker in the Operations Department.  
Bobby acted as the District liaison 
between Premier Food Services and the 
District.  In October 1999 he became 
a BSA in the Contracts Department 
and his historical knowledge of the 
Fairgrounds has served Contracts well.  
Bobby seems to know every nook and 
cranny of the Fairgrounds. This has come 
in handy many times when searching for 
misplaced equipment.  Bobby is always 
willing to lend a hand when needed.  He 
will be missed by many of his co-workers 
at the Fairgrounds.  Be sure to stop by the 
Contracts department to say goodbye. He 
has a lot of stories to share.  

Bobby’s last day is March 15, 2011. On 
this day, he will begin the first page of 
his new book.  We all wish Bobby the 
best of luck in the years to come and look 
forward to hearing from him.

And of course a GREAT BIG BON VOYAGE to 
Ron McEuen who also celebrated 30-plus 
years at the 22nd DAA…he is already 
missed.
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   OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT NEWS

GHOSTS. For the past couple of months, Mario Sandoval has been 
working closely with the District’s Media Department and local and 
national news outlets on the paranormal activity going on in the 
Grandstand.  Mario is becoming so well known for his expertise with 
those from the hereafter, that there is talk of a possible reality show 
being developed showcasing Mario’s experiences.  Rumor has it the title 
would be in the lines of “Keeping up with Hollywood Sandoval”.

Some of you may be wondering what the…was going on in the Paddock 
recently.  Well it so happened, that while trying to find the problem with 
a fire alarm signal and failed attempts to pull new wire, it was discovered 
that something was amiss with one of the underground conduits (a 
pipe wire goes through).  So under the direction of David Wilbur, it was 
decided “let’s dig ’er up”.  There was a lot of speculation on what might 
be the problem; the pipe was clogged with dirt, the pipe was broken or 
crushed, the Grandstand ghosts were #@%&’in with us, but in the end, it 
was discovered that the existing wires somehow (once again, the ghosts 
come to mind) became entangled, blocking the conduit (a pipe wire goes 
through).  Kudos to Dave and crew for “gettin’er done”.

GAMES. Representing the 22nd DAA and the Ops Department 
at this year’s Maintenance Mania get-together at the Orange 
County Fairgrounds will be Carole Carramusa, Clay Tennison, 
Mark Bradley,  Mario Flores and Sean McAvoy.  Not only 
will Team Del Mar participate in “face time” with other 
Fairgrounds maintenance staff members, but they will 
also participle in various forms of competitions 
such as forklift relay, nail driving and trash pickin’.  
Here’s hoping Team Del Mar brings home the gold!!!   

Side note:  We heard that at the first Maintenance Mania they actually 
had a beer drinking competition, and our delegation did quite well.  
Ahhhhh, good times.

GOODBYES. At the end of February, and after 30 years of outstanding 
and dedicated service, Ron McEuen left us in pursuit of the perfect 
hammock.  Many have said they will miss his charm and charisma, others 
not so much.  He reports that not only is he ok with that but wanted to 
say, “Thank you all (including the “others”) for being such a huge part of 
my life.  My hope is for nothing short of the best for you and yours in the 
future, and I hope to cross paths with you again soon”.

TRASH CAN FUN. Chief of Plant Gary Reist reports,  in keeping with 
this year’s Fair theme of cars, we will be covering 
our 55-gallon trash cans with black-and-white 
checkered can skirts.  They will look like the 

checkered flags at the finish line of 
a car race.  Yup….film at 11.

GHOSTS, GAMES, GOODBYES 
AND....TRASH CANS

By Recently Retired Ron McEuen



4DEL MAR FAIRGROUNDS FACILITY NEWS • MARCH 2011

   NEW BEGINNINGS

RON McEUEN BLOG
 BY LAUREN GREER,  MARKETING ASSISTANT

I had never met Ron McEuen before, and when I 
was told to write an article about his career here 
at the fairgrounds, I called him right away to see if 
I could come over and talk to him so I could get a 
grasp on what he was all about.   As I walked over 
to the Operations building with my Flip camera in 
hand, I looked over the questions that I wanted 
to ask him just to make sure I would get all the 
information I needed.  The second I walked into his 
office, he spotted the Flip camera and immediately 
said, “As long as America’s Most Wanted is still on 
television, I can’t let you film or take a picture of 
me.”  At first, I was startled, and then I realized that 
this man that I had never met before, Ron McEuen, 
was pulling my leg and that this was going to be a 
very entertaining interview.  

Not many people can claim that they have spent 
half of their life working at the same company 
while still enjoying it, but in the case of Ron 
McEuen, Operations Maintenance Supervisor II at 
the Del Mar Fairgrounds, he spent 30 years and 88 
days working at the Fairgrounds at the time of his 
retirement.  In his words, “This equates to half of my 
life, plus 88 days.”

Thirty years working at the Fairgrounds translates to 
helping set up 30 fairs, so it is expected that McEuen 
has had the opportunity to try all of the different 
food vendors here at the fair.  He even recalls that 
during his first year working at the fairgrounds, he 
saw a huge line waiting to get a cinnamon roll at 
“Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls,” so he of course had 
to wait in line and get one to try them out.  In fact, 
he thinks that even after his 30 years here, that 
particular cinnamon roll is still sitting on his waist.     

Through his journey here at the fairgrounds, McEuen 
has witnessed many changes over the past 30 years, 

including the rebuilding of the Grandstand and the 
entire North side of the Avenue, along with the 
many employees who have come and gone over the 
years.  When McEuen first started at the bottom of 
the totem pole, the maintenance department had 
only six employees.  After rising up the pole and 
becoming supervisor, McEuen has watched it grow 
to 32 employees in the department.  

Anyone that has worked at the fairgrounds knows 
that although McEuen has a tough, supervisor-like 
side to him, he truly loves the people he works with 
and the opportunities he has been able to have here 
at the fairgrounds.  In fact, when asking him his 
favorite and least favorite part of the fairgrounds he 
quickly answered, “The people.”  He then explained 
that everyone at the fairgrounds is like family, but 
at the same time, being supervisor forces him to 
deal with the side of people he doesn’t want to see.  

In the 30 minutes that I was in his office for the 
interview, it was obvious to me that McEuen was 
well respected by his coworkers and maintenance 
department employees and always made sure to 
make himself available when somebody needed 
assistance. A perfect example of this was this past 
year on the last day of the fair when he heard over the 
radio, “310 we need some help in the Grandstand.”  
McEuen was radioed out to the Grandstand due 
to an infestation of bees that needed to be killed 
right away.  As he rushed over to the area, he was 
welcomed by coworkers with a huge sign saying 
“310 Retires the Fun.”  He explained this to me as 
being one of his most memorable experiences here 
at the Fair, and that although he is retiring, he’s 
sure we will see him around.  So instead of saying 
goodbye, let’s just leave it at “Over and out 310.”  

Kelly Schmitz welcomed to her family 
little Parker Bradley Schmitz on October 
6, 2010. Recently we asked Kelly to share 
some photos of Little Parker and big sis 
Addison (March 6, 2008).   This is what 
Kelly had to say:  

“Both kids are doing great – Addison loves 
being a big sister and has been a great 
help and wants to hold and kiss her baby 
brother any chance she gets.  She’s turning 
3 this weekend and we’re celebrating with 
a trip to Disneyland to meet her idols – 
Cinderella and Belle.  Little Parker is as 
happy as can be and just loves to smile 
at Addie.  He just started rolling over and 
after Addison watched me take a video of 
it, she wanted her own rolling over video 
– so I taped her and told her it would be 
Parker’s training/how-to video – she was 
very proud to show him how it’s done!” 

WELCOME BABY!
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Showtime can’t 
be far off when 
horse show staff 
is at loggerheads 
over apostrophes, 
d a n g l i n g 
participles (get your mind out of the 
gutter), and artistic expression! Fun as 
that is (!), planning events like the Night 
of the Horse truly makes our jobs unique 
and entertaining. I mean, where else can 
you rub elbows with a real, genuine-
article Hollywood cowboy named 
Tommie Turvey who thinks nothing of 
Roman riding two huge horses through 
fire,  mixing fast-moving trick riding with 
ballet-like maneuvers, and seemingly 
can talk his horses into doing just about 
anything! 

We find it truly refreshing to be involved 
in equestrian sports and entertainment 
which blends Old World traditions like the 
art of dressage with modern day, cutting-
edge extreme horsemanship. Always 
looking for new and different ways to 
appeal to a diverse audience, we added 
exciting classes like the Ride & Drive, 
High Jump, and the Battle of the Sexes. 
We plan to Tweet and befriend many on 
Facebook – now how modern is that!!

The 2011 Fair website is up and running 
– check out the fun Flash segment on the 
home page! Please be sure to take a look at 
“your” part of the Fair website on a regular 
basis, and let Diane know if there are any 
corrections or updates.

Other news in online marketing:

•    The Fairgrounds now has NINE websites, 
each with its own look and purpose. 
Diane is the lead updater on the corporate 
website (delmarfairgrounds.com), the Fair 
website (sdfair.com), the mobile phone 
website (m.sdfair.com) and the new Bingo 
website (BingoFunDelMar.com). Jana is 
the lead updater on Surfside Race Place 
(surfsideraceplace.com), the Del Mar 

National Horse Show (delmarnational.com) 
and The Scream Zone (thescreamzone.
com). They share the duties for Holiday of 
Lights (holidayoflights.com) and Save the 
Fairgrounds (savethedmfairgrounds.com). 
Please contact Jana and Diane when you 
notice anything on any of the sites that 
needs attention.

•   In February, sdfair.com now points 
to the Fair website, and the address 
for the corporate website became 
delmarfairgrounds.com. Our email 
addresses will stay the same. More than 80 
percent of all our website traffic comes to 
the Fair website, so we want to be sure our 
customers get right to the info they want. 

   EVENTS ON THE GROUNDS

TIME TO START 
HORSING AROUND
BY PATTI NEWTON

FACILITY SALES ARE LOOKING UP! 
BY SALES DIVAS TRISH & CHAR

FA B U LO U S 
F A I R G R O U N D S  W E B S I T E S ! 
DIANE SCHOLFIELD, INTERNET MARKETING SPECIALIST

Event Business is up! We have good news 
from the Sales department – the Event 
Business is picking up!  We are very busy getting 
new inquiries and business such as Consumer 
Shows, Corporate meetings & seminars, Ride 
and Drives, Auto Research, Galas, Weddings 
and other personal celebrations.  Revenues 
from facility rentals for the 11 months ending 
November 30, 2010, including base rental fees, 
labor & equipment usage, box office admission, 
stall rentals and co-promotion revenues total  
$4,444,335 as compared to $4,182,366: an 
increase of $261,969 or 6.26% more than 
2009.  Congratulations to all departments for 
successfully producing these great events!

Wedding Tours We are trying various new 
ideas as far as bringing more business to our 
facility.  In the fall, during the Bridal Bazaar, 
we implemented “Wedding Tours,” where we 

coordinated with all departments to set 
up areas as if weddings were taking place.  
It worked out very well.  The Tram Drivers 
announced that we do weddings here, 
Operations set up the areas, several of us 
gave tours, Premier offered a Champagne 
Toast and we got a very good response.  We 
plan on doing this program again in April.

Word of Mouth / Referrals Did you 
know that we are able to do all kinds of 
beautiful events here?  We are able to 
host great Holiday and Birthday Parties, 
Corporate Meetings, School Fundraisers, 
Class Reunions, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs,  
Quinceañeras and other events.  If you hear 
of anyone planning these type of events, 
please feel free to refer them to the Sales 
department.  We appreciate your referrals!
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Ever since Bingo information has been available through www.BingoFunDelMar.com, signage, the recent eblasts and the Bingo 
Bugle ad, we have been receiving a lot of interest and questions.  One recent inquiry was a “local” interested in volunteering to be 
the Bingo “caller”.  While fans patiently await an opening date, they can get ready by signing up for the Bingo Diamond Club card.  
The Bingo webpage has been viewed 1,390+ times and counting and the Bingo interest eblast list just keeps growing!  

Fans can look forward to:

 •  More than $8,000 in Bingo game prizes daily, plus more than $20,000 total possible payout daily! 
 •  Games 7 nights a week, beginning at 6:30PM. 
 •  Three matinee sessions: Fridays at 11:00AM; Saturdays and Sundays at 1:00PM. 
 •  Double Action, Hold tickets and Flash available. 
 •  Delicious food and cocktails. 
 •  Separate smoking and non-smoking seating. 
 •  Three hours of playtime each session. 
 •  The Bingo Diamond Club, free to join, gives exclusive special offers and rewards, plus free parking. 

To get the facility operationally ready for Bingo:

 •  A telephone number has been developed for Bingo: 858-509-5175
 •  Requisite wiring for operating the servers that feed data to the computers that serve the Bingo operation have been made.
 •   The outside patio is being prepared with additional TVs, tables, chairs and awnings and curtains for those who like to be 

outside and/or smoke.
 •  Audio equipment for the caller and spotters are being purchased and installed.
 •  An office for the Bingo operators is being prepared.

We look forward to a full house of Bingo players in the Sports Club using all the latest state of the art Bingo equipment.   
If you want to join them, brush up on Bingo so you will be ready to spend your evenings and weekends winning big, check out  
www.BingoFunDelMar.com, you will find a “How to Play” link filled with Bingo Lingo, Bingo Patterns and of course how to play.  

   NEW AT THE FAIRGROUNDS!

B I N G O 
BUZZ!!! BY JENNIFER GOODYEAR


